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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

received funding from the Euratom research 

sys tem involving transnational transfers 

that must be carefully safeguarded. Nuclear 

to assemble information and research results 

country cases in an accessible manner, and 

and analysis for further historical research by 
HoNESt researchers,

social science researchers,

the nuclear industry has been a state sector. 

involvement and various forms of dialog 

of the state and slackening of government 

 

of Russian society. The characteristic attitude 

to crisis situations at nuclear facilities. At 
such moments nuclear engineering industry 

above. In standard everyday life situations 



of the immediate routine concerns or value 

under the conditions of various economic 

Given the relatively scarce manifestation of 

in the national economy contribute, and this 

its set limits.



HISTORICAL CONTEXT (NARRATIVE)

Introduction to the historical context

the future of the nuclear industry became the fo

ly discussed by the media and rose high in the 

the form of referendums against NPP construc

authority and resources. Today it ranks second 

fuel market. Rosatom is engaged in active edu

ical safety. The nuclear industry and the envi

ing industry, uranium ore mining, nuclear fuel 

state authorities level, discourse. No large scale 

tionally aggravated by the radical transformation 
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the Government issued a resolution on the start 

and the chief design engineer of the reactor 

of the industry administrative structure, tech

NPPs, and transfer of the nuclear engineering 

It relied on the leading research and design 



oratories. These included the Rheinsberg NPP 

addition to assistance in the design and con

natural uranium the USSR made nuclear fuel 

at government forums, in mass media, on the 

only information carefully checked by highly 

industry itself and atomic scientists. In the 

as close by, easily available, safe and a vitally 

of the Soviet nuclear research and industry 

mination to achieve higher control over nature, 

belief in the advanced nature of nuclear tech

in history. It is believed that the Soviet leader

tive decision on the transfer of the NPPs from 

and had no idea about nuclear safety, since un

ing issues of nuclear energy and nuclear in



research and industry coverage in mass me

 

bottle; the devil in nuclear disguise; the radio
active bear killing us in its deadly embrace; and 

etal heart attack, the bleeding consciousness, 

centage of their decommissioning advocates. 

mushroomed throughout country. They initiated 

At the institutional level the state also re

directions of activity of the state in matters 



the government made a decision to establish 

tion, mass media, television and radio broad
casting, the USSR Academy of Sciences, the 

Industry, Ministry of Healthcare, and so on. Its 

Institute, the USSR Academy of Sciences, the 

to move from the mere distribution of informa
tion to bilateral symmetrical communication, 

lic, and to balance the interests of the state 
and the society. 

The interests of the state in these matters 

of the Ministry of Medium Machine Building of the USSR. 

diation safety issues a dedicated research unit 

industry, namely the Institute of Safe Nuclear 

The Soviet nuclear ministry also under

a single Ministry of Atomic Energy and Industry 

from a single center.

 Today the Nuclear Safety Institute of the Russian 



a small number.

initiative for holding a national environmental 

nuclear industry that resulted in continued 

of residence failed to give the name of the region, their full 

At the same time the survey demonstrated 

to be more negative than the rational under

 

sity and advanced nature of this industry. 

generated a lack of trust and general concerns 

there has been a visible strengthening of the 
nuclear industry that indicate it has recovered 



renaissance” has becoming more and more 

from uranium mining to the construction of 
NPPs and engineering services market. 

Rosatom has begun active construc

units are under construction. Russia is a global 

abroad. Rosatom has signed contracts for the 

in Bangladesh, Belarus, Hungary, Vietnam, 

Russia is a global leader in terms of breeder 

reactor design.

actors. Rosenergoatom is the second largest 

leader in fuel assemblies manufacturing. The 

in recent years. Today, it sees its main task 

 also considers nuclear 

 

ronmental and technological safety.
5

control consultative body. Its members are in

lesnogorsk, Seversk, and Volgodonsk. 

5



the nuclear industrial facilities.

gineering remained more or less unchanged, 

 and 

generation. Some Russian sociologists noted 
that these changes should not be treated as 

of the Ministry of Emergency Situations, Victor 

Rumors about closing entrance to Balakovo 

 and 

that any incident at an NPP meant a radiation 

alleged radioactive contamination 

 This outbreak of 



 At the end of the same year Rosatom 

alongside belief in the usefulness and ad
vanced nature of this industry. The duality of 

cerned about the high background radiation 

safety regulations and neglected technological 

clear energy is rather small in Russia. Most of 

ical basis of this irrationality may be the fear 

matic.

immediate or routine concerns or value orien



labor market.

and society in Russia is the formation of 

entities directly involved in nuclear industry 

industry regulation.



Name Role Actor 
Category

Khrushchev, Nikita 
Brezhnev, Leonid 

Chernenko, Konstantin 
Gorbachev, Mikhail 
Yeltsin, Boris 

Beria, Lavrenty Promoter

Kurchatov, Igor Promoter

Vannikov, Boris Promoter

Malyshev, Viacheslav Promoter

Zaveniagin, Avraamii 
of Ministers and Minister of Minsredmash 

Promoter

Promoter

Promoter
Riabev, Lev Promoter
Konovalov, Vitalii Minister of Atomic Energy and Industry Promoter

Acting Minister of Atomic Energy and Industry Promoter

Mikhailov, Viktor Promoter

Adamov, Evgenii Promoter

Rumiantsev, Aleksandr Promoter

Kirienko, Sergei Promoter



Name Role Actor 
Category

Likhachev, Alexey Promoter
Iavlinskii, Grigorii Activist

Yablokov, Alexey

Head of the Nuclear and Radiation Safety Program 
of the International Social and Ecological Union

Activist

Nikitin, Aleksandr Activist

State Committee for Defense 
(GOKO, GKO)

Promoter

First Main Administration 
Regulator

Ministry of Middle 
Machine Building (MSM or 
MinSredMash)

The central organ of state administration of 
the USSR that carried out the functions of 
management of the atomic branch of industry and 

Regulator

Main Administration for the 
Use of Atomic Energy  
(in MSM)

Promoter 



Name Role Actor 
Category

State Committee of the 
Council of Ministers on the 
Use of Atomic Energy 

Promoter

on Middle Machine Building 
of the USSR

Promoter, 
Regulator

Glavatomenergo Promoter

Ministry of Atomic Energy of 
the USSR design, commissioning, maintenance and other 

Promoter 

Ministry of Atomic Energy 
and Industry of the USSR 

Promoter 

Ministry of the Russian 
Federation for Atomic Energy 
(Minatom)

Established on the basis of MAEP USSR. The Promoter 

Federal Atomic Energy 
Agency (FAEA)

of the atomic branch of industry of Russia 

Promoter 

Energy ‘Rosatom’
Promoter 

Concern ‘Rosenergoatom’
the Production of Electricity and Thermal Energy at 

Promoter



Name Role Actor 
Category

‘Rosenergoatom’, Federal 

enter the market for electricity and make sales 
of electricity from NPPs to solvent customers 

Promoter

Promoter

‘Energoatom’, OAO Promoter

‘Rosenergoatom’, OAO Promoter

‘Rosenergoatom’, AO Promoter
Rostekhnadzor Regulator

Atomic Reactor Research 
Institute, Dimitrovgrad irradiation technology, safety of atomic reactors, 

radiochemistry and fuel cycles, radionuclide 

Promoter

Bochvar National Research 
Institute for Inorganic 
Materials, Moscow

Promoter

Dollezhal Research and 

automation systems, concentrates research 

hydrodynamics, material engineering, nuclear 

Promoter



Name Role Actor 
Category

Chemistry, Moscow

catalysis, radiation chemistry and high molecular 

Promoter

Design Institute of Assembly 
Technology), Moscow

maintenance, diagnostic and dismantling 

innovation; dismantlement of decommissioned 

infrastructure for nuclear decommissioning

Promoter

neutron reactors; its track record includes design of 

Promoter

Chemistry Technology, 
Moscow

Promoter

Russian Research and 

Moscow

Promoter

Russian Research Institute 
for Chemical Technology, 
Moscow

Promoter

Russian Research Institute 

Sarov 

Promoter

National Research and 
Design Institute for Industrial 
Technology, Moscow engineering center of ARMZ Uranium Holding

Promoter

Zababakhin Russian 
Research Institute for engaged in both military and civilian research 

Promoter



Name Role Actor 
Category

Kurchatov Institute National 
Research Centre, Moscow

Promoter

Engineering, Obninsk

reactors

Promoter

Ozersk
Promoter

Promoter

RosRAO, Moscow

rehabilitation, decommissioning of nuclear 
submarines, radioactive substance and radioactive 

Promoter

Moscow uranium conversion and/or enrichment services 

and International Business unit

Promoter

Russian United Democratic 



Name Role Actor 
Category

Russia
Promoter

the CNIIatominform
The informational and education organ of 
Minsredmash and Minatom 

Promoter

Nuclear Energy Information 
Centers

Promoter

Institute of Nuclear Safety of 
RAS (IBRAE) nuclear and radiation safety

Promoter

Russian Branch of the 

Russian Branch of the 
Bellona Foundation 
The Greens, Russian Ecology 

International Social and 
Ecological Union

EcoDefense! (Ekozashchita!)

in Russia 



This case focusing on the regional level 

it demonstrates the breaking of the Soviet 

tatives of the government authorities, nuclear 

ment. This social involvement contributed to 

strated the characteristic for an ambivalent 

the fear of nuclear accidents, and on the oth

source. Another consequence of the social ac

strong in Russia regulatory role of the state. 

in the South Ural”.
Public disclosure of the very fact of the 

resentatives of central and local authorities, 

radiation ecology, medicine, and so on. 



in the territories of the East Urals Radioactive 

 

 A re

nated by radioactivity territories con sidered 



the contaminated territories believed that the 

At the same time over one half of the 

tial and real sources of radioactive contami

fear of radiation.

sociology of the Ural State University, studied 

Academy. As the leader of the environmental 

formations” related to sensitive military 

their descendants. These cases received 

liquidators”

into the Techa River, for the establishment of 



there before.

including in the interests of such foreign 

rights and environmental funds, and that 

thus raising the incident to the national level. 

 by the 
authorities for her environmental and human 



EVENTS

The selected events demonstrate the 

nuclear industry. 

observe the strategies of both the government 

emergency situation. 
The third case is built around the 

involvement in discussing general nuclear 

engineering as an industry in Russia, the 

eventually. 



 

uses of nuclear energy.

great achievement of science and industry, but 

nuclear energy industry and media became 
the main actors in relation to nuclear energy. 

communication focused on the achievements 

at broadcasting only the information that had 



cold climate conditions. Nuclear scientists and 
engineers sought to convince their audiences 
that nuclear energy, converted into electricity 

nuclear technology had been fully mastered 

be equal to the costs of maintenance of 

nuclear reactor to a conventional furnace 
or oven, no more dangerous than a Tula 

to be built even in northern regions, making 

mountains, easing the Arctic climate, correcting 

Plant, as the embodiment of the Soviet 

the initiator of the use of atomic energy for 

technological achievements of Socialism and 

on Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy in Geneva, 

values and the value of nuclear energy. Visual 

became common in the USSR after the launch 

nuclear scientists. In Soviet discourse nuclear 



accident occurred at the chemical combine 

territory of the USSR/Russia. 

cooling system. As a result a tank containing 

contaminated territory is commonly referred to 

An initial estimate of radioactive 

accident a commission of the Ministry of Medium 

 At the 

and neglecting the safety and hygiene rules, 



radiation background the contaminated facility 

the accident and very vague understanding of 

 In 

banned sales of manufactured goods at the 

 

frequently claimed reasons for retirement 

high radiation background as a reason to quit.  

5

5

The management of the combine and 

Party and the Government.

going into technical details.

from the most contaminated villages started 



of life behind. 

authorities did not hurry to obey these orders. 

a summer recreation center and in hastily built 
frame houses. The same year evacuation from 
other nearby villages continued. In total over 

materials. 



















 
 

 In 

in the territory of Russia included the Bryansk, 
 Increased 

radioactive contamination levels changed the 

in the agricultural sector. In the most heavily 

hectares of forests in Russia resulted in 

contaminated territories of Russia various kinds 

 the Russian branch of the 

5 and many others 

5



against resuming construction of an NPP in 

 

cases, authorities refused to register the 

in the need to counter the storm of negative 

and management, university faculty members 
and students in Russia and other countries 

 Until the 

 or 



 

demonstrations for several years. 

foreign environmental funds” in a latent 

discrediting, in this case, the nuclear industry. 

denouncing the arguments and actions of the 
other side.

A characteristic feature of the debate 

Mikhail Prusak, called it an ammoral act. About 

legislation.

environmental referendum in the country. 

Novgorod, Saratov, Tomsk, Volgograd, 

Soil Science scores of activists gathered 

Nuclear. 



in gas masks. Police arrived to harass the 

amendments.

environmental activists handed out medals 

governmental environmental and human 

areas amongst other risks.



era reactors, including from Ukraine, has been 

of Russian facilities, their safety, and their 

 Nuclear Safety Institute of the Russian Academy of 



 

of the national economy, in both the domestic 

sive technologies. 

industry. Moreover, its advocates believe that 

 The tar
get audience for these centers are high school 
and undergraduate students; guided tours and 

to the centers, including adult audiences, are 

are also changing their tactics. Radicalism, 

 The reason for 
the change in tactics may have much to do 

creative communications strategy and the use of innovative 
tools of communication.



Ecological Union  and so 

 

neering has no future.” In their turn many of 
 

coverage and lack of interest among broader 
 

It may be said that today in Russian society 
there is an active minority that consists of 

demonstrations, conferences, mass media 
and the Internet.



5. 

5. 



5



AG reactors.



commissioned.

th



 of fresh 

construction both in the USSR and abroad. Taking into account the seismically 

snubbers and rested on ball heads.
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Building Industry
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Plant



Abbreviation

Institute

HoNESt
Energy and Society

INES
Radiological Event Scale

MAEP
Energy and Industry

PIME
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